Main physiopathologic mechanisms involved in hepatic drug reactions.
The liver has a pivotal role in drug metabolism and hepatic drug reactions are frequent events, accounting for 5% of cases of jaundice or acute hepatitis in the community. The importance of hepatic drug reactions lies not only in their frequency, but also in the great number of molecules that can cause this type of lesions and in their variable gravity. This review will show the main factors implicated in drug metabolism which can explain the different susceptibility in developing hepatic drug reaction, the possibility that it may manifest as a wide spectrum of clinical syndromes or that a single agent may cause more than one lesion (a relevant problem not only for the clinician, but also for the pathologist).